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ON THE WAY TO BAGHDAD

Noel Coward described flying from RAF Habbaniya to Baghdad on August 27, 1943 in 
an “archaic machine that looked as though it had never quite recovered from 
triumphantly flying the Channel in 1910.” 
The plane is in the picture background and is a Vickers Valentia, which my father flew 
during the early part of 1943. Source IWM



NOEL COWARD ON STAGE

Birds sang along with Noel Coward at both concerts he gave on August 30, 1943at 
RAR Habbaniya where my father saw him. They seemed surer of the tunes during 
the second one, he thought.  
His tour diary reveals how impressed he was by the troops’ stoicism in the face of 
hardships endured in uncomfortable surroundings. Source IWM



POWNALL AND MOUNTBATTEN

Lieutenant General Sir Henry Pownall (pictured left), the (Air) Officer Commanding (AOC) 
of Paiforce, Henry Pownall, the commander-in-chief of forces in Iraq and Iran, was a 
senior officer in the army, which was senior to the RAF.  

The rivalry between the two would have been intense, so my father’s swimming victory in 
front of him on August 29, 1943 would have been sweet.  

On Sept. 3, 1943 Pownall was on his way back to the U.K., via Cairo and likely Gibraltar, 
to become Chief of Staff to Vice Admiral Louis Mountbatten, the Supreme Commander of 
the Allied South East Asia Command. The goal - to defeat Japan. 

October 5, 1943 VIP passenger 
Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten 
(Pictured in 1943) was en route to 
India to take up as Supreme Allied 
Commander of South East Asia 
Command.  



MOUNTBATTEN ARRIVES IN INDIA

Mountbatten (far left) in India on October 7, 1943. With him are (l to r)  
British General Giffard, who Mountbatten eventually sacked because 
of his ineptitude; and Air Chief Marshall Pierse, who Mountbatten 
sent back to the UK in 1944 because he was distracted by an affair 
with the wife of the man next to him, General Auchinleck. 
Photo Source: Personal Diaries of Admiral The Lord Louis Mountbatten. 



The Royal Palace in Baghdad in 1942. In the foreground is seven-year-old King Faisal II, with his 
uncle regent Prince Abd al-llah. 

Faisal inherited the throne at the age of three after his father, King Ghazi of Iraq, was killed in a 
car crash.  
Faisal was killed aged 23, during the July 14 Revolution n 1958.  
He is pictured (right) in the 1950s.

BOY KING FAISAL AND HIS GUARDIAN



SIXTH DAY OF PRAYER

On September 3, 1943 it was the sixth national day of prayer during the war. There were 
seven in all. War production was briefly halted to allow factory and office workers to join in 
the BBC’s broadcast of church services around the country. 

The power of the prayer days were linked to a number of positive events -  the unusually 
calm seas that allowed the successful evacuation of the 300,000 of troops from Dunkirk in 
1940; the sinking of the Italian naval fleet; and success in North Africa. 

Italy’s surrender followed the sixth Day of Prayer.  

In gratitude for deliverance, after the war the government made Christian teaching in 
schools compulsory.


