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Family history project and tribute to ordinary RAF
airmen who served in WW2

DODGING DEADLY DISEASES - Episode 8



TYPHUS WAS A KILLER

Scrub or bush typhus is caused by a bacteria and spread to people through
bites from infected ‘chiggers’ (larval mites). Symptoms include fever,
headache, body aches, and sometimes rash.

In 1941 typhus struck the German Army during the invasion of Russia. Typhus
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A German typhus warning

th d of tvbh ina lice i h it poster - a louse shaking hands
e spread of typhus-carrying lice in areas where i with death.

was present

US soldiers were sprayed with DDT powder to control
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CONDITIONS FOR TYPHUS SPREAD WERE PREVALENT

Typhus was one of the major
- epidemics feared during WW2.

A roadside sign warning troops about
typhus.

The louse-borne typhus epidemic,
which my father first encountered in
March,1943 continued during April
and May, only ending on June 16.
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RABIES DANGER FROM DOGS

Golden jackals , weighing between
8-10kg (18-22Ib), are native to Iraq.
They can carry diseases and
parasites harmful to humans,
including rabies. They also attack
humans.

A rabies vaccine kit for one
person. Treatment involved
25 injections over 21 days.
Source - National Museum
of American History.

Sandfly is a bloodsucking
insect found in sandy areas.
Among the viruses it carries is
one related to rabies, which
could be deadly. Pictured: A
black sandfly tucking into a
human thumb.




