Family history project and tribute to ordinary RAF
airmen who served in WW?2

BOAC CRASHES - Episode 6



JUNE 23, 1943
“Hudson in at Khartoum. Killed 15 ADU blokes - Tomchak, Creighton amongst them”

TRANSLATION:

e An American-built Lockheed Hudson plane had crashed at Khartoum, Sudan - a ‘crossroads’
location where East-North-South and West air routes me.

* At least 15 members of the Aircraft Delivery Unit headquartered in Cairo, ferry pilots operating out of
Takoradi, Ghana, had been killed.

* 2 people my father knew - one likely Polish - were among the dead.

BACKGROUND:

e Father flew Hudson’s - he had been a member of ADU 1941-42 on the Takoradi route

e Pilots returned to Takoradi by Sicilian aircraft



TRANS AFRICA SUPPLY ROUTE
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TAKORADI IN OPERATION
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TAKORADI IN OPERATION
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Hurricane aircr:aft and Blenheim’s at Takoradi.
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PREPARING FOR TAKE OFF - LONG RANGE TANKS

— vedrslee. reiswn  Ron Chapman set to pilot a Hurricane Mk lic aircraft.
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PAN AMERICAN AIRLINES - BOAC - RAF
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TWO BOAC CRASHES AT KHARTOUM

BOAC Hudson VI - FK459 June 16, 1943.

* Heliopolis-Cairo - final approach

e 17 died
UK; Poles; Australians; New Zealander; DFM; musician;
brother killed on Hood; VC grandfather

e 20 pilots

BOAC Hudson VI FK618 June 30, 1943

* Take-off - climbing

e 16 died
Poles; Canadian; husband
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CYPRIAN TOMCZAK AND JOHN ‘JACK’ CREIGHTON

Jonny before the crash

e 25 yrs old

¢ Brother killed

FIt. Sgt. J Creighton

42 yrs old

Nazi occupied area

Likely pilot pre-war

Warrant Officer Tomczak
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